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Truck Crash Victims, Safety Advocates Name Most Deadly Trucking States,

Issue Failing Grades on U.S. Government’s Truck Safety Efforts
WASHINGTON, D.C. (March 12, 2007) – The most deadly trucking state in the nation, based on the number of truck crash deaths by 100,000 population, is Wyoming (6.09), followed by Arkansas (4.17), Oklahoma (3.41), New Mexico (3.27), Mississippi (3.12), West Virginia (3.03), Kentucky (2.97), Kansas (2.91), South Carolina (2.91), and Missouri (2.86), according to a report released today by the Truck Safety Coalition (www.trucksafety.org).
In 2005, the most recent year that U.S. data is available, more than 5,200 people were killed and another 114,000 were injured in truck crashes.  The Truck Safety Coalition study found that 22 states had truck death crash rates higher than the national average of 1.76 in 2005.

The states that experienced the biggest jump in their 2005 truck crash death rates compared to 2004 were Oklahoma, South Carolina, Louisiana, North Dakota, Montana, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, Illinois, Virginia, New Jersey, Washington, and Hawaii.

Overall, the states with the lowest truck crash death rates in 2005 were Rhode Island (.09), Massachusetts (.38), Connecticut (.48), District of Columbia (.54), Hawaii (.71), Alaska (.75), New York (.76), New Hampshire (.84), and Delaware (.95).

The states that had the largest drop in their 2005 truck crash death rates were Alabama, Indiana, South Dakota, Vermont, Maryland, Delaware, New Hampshire, Alaska, District of Columbia, Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island.
In addition to naming the most lethal states for truck crashes, the coalition of crash victims and safety advocates released a truck safety leadership “report card” that graded the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) on 10 key truck safety “subjects”:
1. Making safety the top priority as directed by Congress (F)

2. Achieving promised death and injury reduction goals (F)
3. Conducting safety compliance reviews of motor carrier companies (F)
4. Meeting congressional deadlines and mandates to issue safety rules (F)
5. Issuing hours-of-service rule that improves truck driver safety (F)
6. Keeping the southern U.S. border closed to Mexico-domiciled trucks until it is safe (F)
7. Making information available to the public about unsafe motor carrier companies (F)
8. Using technologies like Electronic On-Board Recorders to enforce driver hours-of-service rules (F)
9. Requiring “behind the wheel” training for new commercial vehicle drivers (F)

10. Squandering public resources to fund research advancing the trucking industry’s economic priorities rather than public safety (A).

-- more --
As part of a four-day “Sorrow to Strength” conference this week in the nation’s capital, truck crash victims who are members of the Truck Safety Coalition – the umbrella group for Citizens for Reliable and Safe Highways (CRASH) and Parents Against Tired Truckers (P.A.T.T.) – joined with representatives of Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety and Public Citizen to call on the FMCSA to:
►Reject any rollback in truck safety regulations that would allow special interest exemptions to federal truck size and weight laws or the freeze on longer combination vehicles, such as triple trailer trucks.  Congress is considering a possible “pilot project” that would allow some trucks to exceed the federal 80,000 lbs. gross vehicle weight limit on our highways.
►Prohibit the opening of the southern border to Mexico-domiciled trucks until all federal safety requirements have been met.  The Administration has announced that it will open up the southern border to 100 long-haul interstate companies from Mexico, in spite of the fact that motor carriers and drivers from Mexico frequently fail to meet U.S. safety standards.
►Mandate the use of electronic on-board recorders for every truck and bus to improve safety enforcement and prevent cheating on driver hours of service rules.

►Deny any special interest exemptions to the federal hours-of-service rule affecting truck and bus drivers; and,
►Require speed governors on all trucks to regulate how fast a truck can travel.
“For years the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration has routinely failed to meet deadlines to implement mandated safety rules and regulations that would have surely prevented deadly big truck crashes,” said Daphne Izer, who founded P.A.T.T. in 1994 after her 17-year-old son Jeff and four of his friends were killed on the Maine Turnpike when a tired trucker for Wal-mart feel asleep at the wheel. 
Ms. Izer was one of several dozen truck crash victims participating in the Truck Safety Coalition’s “Sorrow to Strength” conference that began Saturday to give them an opportunity to meet others who have suffered similar losses, to learn how to cope with their loss, and to advocate for greater truck safety.  Victims came from Florida, Illinois, Kentucky, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, New Jersey, New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Texas, and Virginia.

“We are here to say that now is not the time for our federal government to grant any free passes to big trucking interests by giving them special exemptions to our already too lenient hours-of-service laws,” said Nikki Hensley, a conference attendee from Wood County, Ohio, whose husband Virgil was killed on July 9, 1997, when a truck driver who was working for 19 hours straight ran a stop sign and struck the side of their car, killing him instantly, and leaving their two sons without a father.

Coalition members pointed out that the annual death toll from truck-related crashes is the equivalent to 26 major airplane crashes every year as the death toll continues at about 5,200 annually.  They warned American motorists that FMCSSA is allowing drivers to work more hours than ever before and is initiating a “pilot program” to allow long-haul trucks from Mexico to travel throughout the United States.

“It is inconceivable and irresponsible that our government would consider opening our border to Mexico-domiciled trucks before they have met our minimum safety regulations,” said Jacqueline Gillan, Vice President of Advocates for Highway and Auto Safety and a CRASH board member. “While we depend on the federal government to ensure that the food we eat is safe, nearly 61 people die from E.coli each year, which is equivalent to the four-day death toll from truck crashes,” Ms. Gillan said. “Anytime there is an E.coli outbreak, the federal government uses every resource available to stop this public health threat.  Yet, unsafe big rigs kill and maim tens of thousands each year because truckers are pushed to drive long hours under unsafe operating conditions while the federal response has been silence and indifference.”

-- more --
FMCSA has dramatically increased commercial driver hours-of-service since 2003 by advancing the number of hours a driver can work over an 8-day tour of duty by about 40 percent or almost 100 hours of work.  The number of hours a driver can operate a truck has risen by about 28 percent, up to as much as 88 hours over an 8-day tour of duty.  Despite this dramatic increase, the agency claims that it has no evidence that this more demanding regime will increase truck driver fatigue, increase crash risk, or adversely impact driver health, despite many studies showing that driving performance degrades rapidly after eight hours of driving.

“Dozens of people are senseless killed every week on our highways by truck drivers who are pushed beyond their limits by their companies,” said Sherry Durk of Linden, Michigan, whose 15-year-old daughter Janelle was killed in a crash involving two tractor trailers on July 6, 2006, in Clark County, Illinois. “Why then would the federal government even consider increasing truck size and weight limits. Nothing can be gained by letting bigger trucks roam our roads,” Ms. Durk added.  “Tired truckers and bigger trucks is a lethal combination that will increase the chance of serious crashes, vehicle rollover, reduced driver control, and even longer stopping distances.”
Medium and heavy trucks with gross vehicle weight ratings (GVWR) of more than 10,000 pounds account for a disproportionate share of traffic deaths.  Although trucks over 10,000 pounds GVWR represent only 3 percent of registered motor vehicles, they are involved in nearly 13 percent of all traffic fatalities.  In two-vehicle crashes involving passenger vehicles and large trucks, 98 percent of the fatalities were occupants of the passenger vehicle.  Each year, about 22 percent of all passenger vehicle occupant deaths are the result of collisions with large trucks.

“The FMCSA is failing the American public in its very basic mission,” said Joan Claybrook, President of Public Citizen and Chair of the Board of Directors of CRASH.  “It is shortchanging safety for the productivity and economic interests of the trucking industry.  Our report card demonstrates how this federal agency has failed miserably and has richly earned straight F’s, except for one lone A, which is for squandering public resources by funding research that advances the trucking industry’s economic priorities rather than public safety.”
Earlier this year, FMCSA proposed a regulation to require virtually no motor carriers to install Electronic On Board Recorders on big trucks that would show how long a truck driver has been at the wheel of their commercial motor vehicles.  These recorders can automatically record the hours that commercial operations drive trucks in interstate commerce, and can link with engines, transmissions, and global positioning system devices to record the distance a big truck has traveled, whether it has used an illegal route, and how fast it has gone.

“Clearly the federal government needs to do much more to improve road safety,” said Jane Mathis of St. Augustine, Florida, whose 23-year-old son David and his new bride Mary were killed on their way home from their honeymoon by a Winn-Dixie tractor trailer driver who fell asleep at the wheel.  “It is time to use the technology that already exists, including electronic on-board recorders and speed governors to enforce the rules of the road.  The paper logbooks, speed limit signs, and law enforcement are a joke to most truck drivers.”

To see the chart that lists the state-by-state truck fatality rates, and to view the statements made at the news conference and other fact sheets, please go to www.trucksafety.org.  A webcast of the news conference is expected to be available at the web site until the end of the month.
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